
December 21, 2020 
 
Dear Church of Champions Family -  
 
Christmas is here, and Ann and I pray that you experience the joy of the Lord in this season! 
 
As you and I lean into this final chapter of our Advent journey this Christmas season, 
everything in our lives is ramping up. The hustle and bustle of the holidays are here. If you 
doubt that, venture out and travel down Cypress Creek Parkway or any one of your other 
favorite thoroughfares. This season's rush is on! And yet, in this final week of Christmas, we 
are encouraged to resist the chaotic impulse towards hurry and choose rather, to slow down 
and reflect on God's indescribable love for us. The Christmas story is the story of God's 
ultimate act of love — robing Himself in flesh to become our salvation. 
 
This week, we are asking Jesus to fill your home with the joy and peace of His Presence. 
 
As we come to the end of this incredibly challenging year, may I encourage you to take pause, 
look up, lift your eyes as well as your hearts, and worship the Lord Jesus Christ. We are 
comforted knowing that in 2020, with all its surprises to us, it was never a surprise to God. The 
Lord knew the challenges we would face, and none of them could cause His love to blush nor 
intimidate Him into retreat. He is our God; even when we feel as if we are in the dark and 
cannot discern what is coming tomorrow, Jesus stands with us in His unconditional love, 
fighting for us and watching over us.    
 
Challenges will come, and they will go, and each of them is an invitation to encounter God's 
love. Jesus came as our Babe swaddled in a manger; He came to set us free from the fear of 
our futures and our stubborn desire to live in the past. Jesus came so that our future, nor our 
past, would have lordship over our lives. Jesus is God's gift to us that gives us 
freedom from sin; freedom to heal, to laugh, to ponder, to work, to rest, and to love. 
 
We are rejoicing in the goodness of the Lord and His faithfulness to our church family this 
year. As you may know, Pastoral ministry has always been a pressure cooker, but when you 
also include a global crisis, rapid change, constant uncertainty, and unparalleled spiritual 
warfare - suffice it to say, we have had an interesting year. Throughout this year, we have 
been strengthened knowing that God is God, whether we are living through a pandemic or 
enjoying a more tranquil season. God did not change because the world has 'gone crazy.' He is 
still the Lord God Almighty. He parts the waters of the Red Sea, and He stills the raging Galilee. 
The world did not change God. People have changed, but Jesus has not; circumstances have 
changed, but God remains the same. 



Champions, the pandemic did not lessen God's ability to heal and to fill. The Lord we serve is 
still able to bring us out and take us in to live the life that He has given us - "life more 
abundantly" (John 10:10).  Be encouraged and know that every lonely moment and feeling of 
isolation has been comforted by our Lord, who knows how to reach into our deepest need and 
satisfy it. 
 
As we approach the final moments of 2020, I want you to know how grateful we are for you. 
We are humbled and give thanks for those who have been consistently faithful in their 
worship and stewardship. To keep our covenant with Jesus when so many others are falling 
away illustrates our love for Him, proves our faith in Him, and confirms our testimony about 
Him.  God is absolutely thrilled with you this year for proving His Word. This year, together, we 
have proven that God's grace flows through our brokenness, and His love is demonstrated in 
our struggle. 
 
2020 has taught us many lessons. Here are a few I would like to share with you: 

1. We are a Spirit-led, Spirit-filled, Spirit-directed church body. 

2. Our Emmaus culture has allowed us to continue serving in sacrifice and love with 
excellence! 

3. Our commitment to being a people of generosity has allowed us to be a Book of Acts 
church, facing every unexpected challenge that has come our way. 

4. Our agility and robust willingness to pivot and flex during this Covid crisis has allowed us 
to lead in times when many others cannot. 

5. Our church family has been buoyed throughout the year by four things: Supplication 
(prayer), Stakeholders (our Next Step partners), Surveys (our Connect Groups, Life 
Groups, Teams feeding us constant information which helps us understand felt needs, 
attitudes, etc.) and Stories (testimonials and interviews where we see God's hand at 
work in amazing ways).        

6. The mission of the Church of Champions has not changed. Our society has drastically 
changed. 

7. God has used this year to unmask our nation's idols, causing us to be still, to listen, to 
trust, to learn again that there is One Lord and He will not share His glory with another. 

8. As a nation, we had allowed many 'things' to ingress into the sacred spaces of our 
loyalty and love, our sacrifice, and our worship. I'm reminded of what Tim Keller 
said, "When work is your idol, success goes to your head and failure goes to your 
heart."   



9. God built a 'new' kind of campus in a day. God used this pandemic to minister His 
Gospel outside of the four walls of our brick-and-mortar buildings and into 
a 'virtual' sanctuary that most leaders would have never considered building 
voluntarily.   

10. From March 15, 2020, to this date, the statistics of ministry that has taken place under 
the strictest restrictions and limitations of this pandemic has been nothing short of 
heroic. The efforts our teams have given is herculean, and the results are staggering. I 
would venture to say that more than likely, none of this would have happened had it 
not been for 2020. *(See InfoGraphic for Overview.) 

11. The supernatural takes us past the impossible, through the unbelievable, into the 
incredible. God is bringing His children into a supernaturally charged prophetic moment 
in time, a place where His Spirit is not an option but a requirement.  We are living in the 
time when God desires to show us His glory; He wants to "liberally supply, fill to the full, 
cram, furnish, satisfy, finish and complete all of our needs, employment, requirements, 
lack of business…according to His riches, His wealth, His money and His possessions in 
glory by Christ Jesus."  Phil. 4:19 

12. God has used 2020 to teach us that He alone can eliminate our deficiencies, meet our 
needs, provide our answers, superintend our lives, order our steps, and protect our 
health. He is teaching His Church that our dependency on Him is not our weakness but 
our worship. He's taught us again that while our unbelief limited Him, our faith releases 
Him to do the mighty things He desires to do for us. 

I want to thank you for standing in faith with us during this unprecedented year.  Throughout 
this year, with all its difficulties and challenges, the Church of Champions has remained 
focused on our Mission, our Values, our Strategy, and our Measures. By God's grace, we have 
been able to navigate these difficult times by remaining Others-focused, God-driven, 
Abundance-fueled, and Community-aimed. I've worked from that premise, our team has 
taught toward that truth, I've been preaching to that purpose, and we're equipping followers 
of Jesus through that pathway. It is a thrill to do life with people who are on a mission, who 
are committed to: "Loving people back to the Passion and Purpose of Jesus Christ!"  It’s been 
the privilege of a lifetime to work with generous people like you to reach others for 
Christ.  Proverbs 22:29  says, "A generous man will himself be blessed." Supernatural faith 
knows no boundaries. Jesus is our Source. Jesus is our Supply. 
 
As you read over a few of our stats for 2020, I want you to know that I'm praying two things 
for you: 1) that you would join me in joyfully celebrating how God has used COC to reach lost 
people with His Gospel this year, and 2) that you would prayerfully consider sowing a seed into 
our "BLESSED LIFE" Offering.  When you plant this seed of faith into the harvest of souls God 



seeks to save, His Word guarantees you Covenantal Favor through your Tither's Bill of Rights.  
 
When God sees you honor Him with your first-fruit faith, your giving to Him becomes a 
supernatural act! When you invest in the things that God loves the most, you reap His 
blessings and divine favor. Paul wrote the Corinthians and said, "God is able to make all 
grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, so that you may always 
and under all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient for every good work." I 
believe that as you sow your "Blessed Life" Offering, your heart will be set ablaze with the 
fresh oil of the Holy Spirt, and your soul will be stirred with holy inspiration, and your mind will 
be quickened with holy boldness! 
 
As I close this report to you, let me say, "God intends to prosper you even as your soul 
prospers, and in this hour, your prosperity will be measured by your faith seed sown into your 
dominion over every area of your life. God desires for you to live at a prophetic level of favor, 
anointing, and prosperity. He wants you to know that He is your Lord, and He has purchased 
you, protected you, and prospered you" this year. 
 
What better time could there be than this, the "Season of the Nativity," the season of miracles, 
signs, and wonders. "But my God shall supply all your every need according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus" Phil. 4:19.  
 
Would you make this declaration with me over the "BLESSED LIFE" Offering you are about to 
sow?  There is no need that I have or could ever possibly have that God will not supply. His 
foresight is always accurate. He knows what I will need before I realize it, and He has already 
made plans in advance to meet my need abundantly. His provision is always more than 
adequate. He blesses me not according to my need or desire, but according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus. His riches are inexhaustible, and His grace toward me is immeasurable. 
 
Ann and I love and appreciate you so much, and we wish you a Merry Christmas. 
 
Celebrating and Rejoicing in Jesus With You,   
 

 
 
Pastor Hutchins    
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