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BE GOD'S REACHER — wk. 7 
Pastor Hutchins   COC   March 24, 22  Week 7 - The Reason We Reach 

I. WE ALL SEE THE PREDICAMENT:   
 A. More & more, our headline news seems  
    to be synonymous with Bib. prophecies  
    written more than 2,000 years ago —  
 B. Our Nation is collapsing —  
  1. Our Globe is reeling —  
  2. There are "wars & rumors of war" — 
  3. Political Unrest everywhere —  
  4. The Despot clinging to his Tyranny —  
  5. Monarch's mistreating their Subjects —   
  6. Nature convulsing with Disasters — 
  7. Disease marching Rampant — 
  8. Deception & Lies loved & embraced —  
  9. Christians canceling their faith; walking 
    out on God & falling away —  

II. WE ARE ALL AWARE THAT WE     
    LIVE WITH ONE OF MANKINDS    
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   MOST PRESSING QUESTIONS:      
   WHEN?   
 A. Each of us, at some time in our life, have  
    wondered about the future — our futures! 
 B. We stand in the foreground of a human  
    history that is checkered with Conflict,   
    War, Genocide, Atomic Clouds &      
    Nuclear Apocolyptic powers — 
 C. The National Intelligence Council      
    published their World of 2030 Study    
    named, "Alternative Worlds" in which  
    they claim, "Megatrends will shape our  
    world. Megatrends are tectonic shifts — 
    critical changes to key features of life on 
    earth will affect how the world works."  
  1. People sense something "big" is Imminent  
  2. The Pagan, the Athiest, the Agnostic,     
    the Witch, the Muslim, the backslider,    
      the far-from-God — everyone (except those    
      who slumber) knows that something is      
    about to happen —  
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  3. Hinduism believes Vishnu returns —  
   a. Mayans believed the world will end — 
   b. Gnostics believed in the arrival of a    
      New Kingdom —  
   c. Jehovah's Witnesses believe the world 
     entered the last days in 1914. They also 
     believed the 6000 yrs of human history  
     would end on Sept. 5, 1975 —      
   d. Islamic Eschatology teaches there will 
      be a Great Tribulation in the hadîth — 
    i. They believe that the Mahdi (righteous   
      descendent of Prophet Mohammad) will return 
      to earth & defeat the Dajjal — 
 D. Everyone is sensing that The Signs of the 
    End of Time are Everywhere & yet, we 
    still ask the pressing question, b/c we do  
    not know exaclty WHEN — 
 E. In His Olivet Discourse, Jesus said, "But 
    of that day & hour no man knows, no,   
    not the angels of heaven, but My Father 
     only!"                  Matt. 24:36   
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  1. No one knows WHEN (what day or hour)   
    the Rapture will take place —  
  2. But we do know that the midnight toll is 
    soon to sound, for the long-locked      
    mysteries of Prophecy are now open &   
    the Signs of the Times are Everywhere —  

III. WE ARE REACHERS OF MEN NOT 
    b/c WE KNOW THE "WHEN" BUT   
    b/c WE KNOW THE "WHY" — 

 A. The Great Reset is already under way —  
 B. And the NEXT EVENT for God's People 
    on God's Calendar is the Rapture of His 
    Church —  
 C. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians & said:  
    "But I would not have you ignorant,     
    brothers, concerning those who are     
    asleep, that you may not grieve as others 
    who have no hope. For if we believe that 
    Jesus died & rose again, so God will     
    bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
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   For this we say to you by the Word of the 
   Lord, that we who are alive & remain    
   until the coming of the Lord will not     
   precede those who are asleep. For the    
    Lord Himself will descend from heaven  
    with a shout, with the voice of the        
    archangel, & with the trumpet call of    
   God: & the dead in Christ will rise first:  
   Then we who are alive & remain shall be 
   caught up together with them in the      
   clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so 
   shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 
   comfort one another with these words."   
                        I Thess. 4:13-18  
 D. The Rapture — when Jesus comes to    
    take His Bride (Church) out of earth to 
    be with Him —  
  1. Rapture is taken from Vs.17 in our Text: 
    "Then we which are alive & remain     
    shall be caught up together with them in 
    the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, & 
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    so shall we ever be with the Lord."      
                          I Thess. 4:17 
 E. It has been described as the one event that 
    will suddenly & supernaturally change  
    everything about life on earth — in the 
    twinkling of an eye! 
 F. Cars will careen off Expressways —  
  1. Doctors will vanish from Surgical Suites 
  2. Lawyers will disappear before Jurors —  
  3. School Teachers will vanish before a   
    classroom filled with students —   
  4. Homes, Apartments, Workplaces — all 
    of them will see millions "vanish" & the 
    world will look on baffled &  confused —  
 G. Shout "Caught Up" -- Rapture -- 
  1. Gk: harpazo - means: "to seize, catch away, 
        take by force."  
 H. And it is the Church, who is to posture as 
    the eager Bride "waiting for her groom"  
  1. The final culmination of her eternal union 
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 I. So, while we may not know WHEN, we   
   do know WHY! 
 J. Jesus is coming for His Bride —  
  1. John on Patmos would write, "6 And I  
    heawrd as it were the Voice of a great   
    multitude, & as the Voice of many      
    waters, & as the Voice of mighty        
    thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the    
    Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 7 Let us 
    be glad & rejoice & give Him glory, for  
    the marriage of the Lamb has come, &  
    His Wife has made herself ready. 8 And 
    to her was granted that she should be   
    arrayed in fine linen, clean & white: for 
    the fine linen is the righteousness of    
    saints."                  Rev. 19:7-8 
 K. Paul, when writing the Corinthians, says, 
   "I declare to you, brothers & sisters, that 
   flesh & blood cannot inherit the Kingdom 
   of God, nor does the perishable inherit   
   the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a      
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   mystery: we will not all sleep, but we will 
   all be changed in a flash, in the twinkling 
   of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the     
   trumpet will sound, the dead will be      
   raised incorruptible, and we will be      
   changed."             1 Cor. 15:50-52 
 L. The Bible says, "Jesus, who delivered us 
    from the wrath to come."  I Thess. 1:10b 
  1. Whenever we read of the horrors that will 
    take place in the earth immediately after  
    the Rapture, every believer should shout 
    with your might for the things that God is 
    protecting you from; the evil that His    
    Love keeps away from you —  
 M. The Rapture & the Second Coming are  
    not the same event —  

 At the Rapture, Jesus appears in the sky - 
 At the Second Coming, He comes to the 
 earth 

 At the Rapture, only the born-again see   
 Him 
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 At the Second Coming, everyone will see 
 Him. 

 At the Rapture, Jesus comes for the saints 
 At the Second Coming, He comes with 
 the saints —  

 The Rapture signals destruction on earth. 
 The Second Coming signals peace on 
 earth.   

IV. IN ANCIENT ISRAEL, THERE       
    WERE 12 DISTINCT PHASES TO    
    THE JEWISH WEDDING            
    CEREMONY —  
 A. It's a Fascinating Portrait of the Rapture! 
 B. For the brevity of time, let me rehearse the 
    correlation between the last 3 — 
  1. The Bridegroom would return with a    
    shout: "Behold the bridegroom comes!" 
    & with the sound of a trumpet —  
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   a. Matt. 25:6 says, "But at Midnight     
     there was a cry, 'Look, the Bridegroom 
     is coming! Come out to meet Him!"   
  2. The bridegroom would literally abduct   
    the bride, often in the middle of the night, 
    & take her back to the place he had      
    prepared for her, where the marriage     
    would be consummated —  
   a. This is why I Thess. 4:17 specifically   
     says, "we will be caught up to meet the 
     Lord in the air." When we leave here,  
     we're going to the place our Groom has 
     prepared for us — Heaven —   
  3. The 12th thing the Ancient Jewish     
    Wedding Party would do was throw a   
    great reception held for the bride &     
    groom at the end of this 7 day week when 
    they left the Bridal Chamber —  
   a. For the Church, there will be a great   
     reception called the Marriage Supper of 
     the Lamb — it will take place after the 
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     7 years that the Bride (Church) & the  
     Groom (Jesus) spend together in       
     Heaven — after that, it's the           
     Millennium (1000 years of peace on earth).  
 C. You do NOT want to miss the Rapture —  
 D. You & I must LIVE Rapture ready —  
 E. Jesus is coming soon —  
 F. This World is about to Rock & Roll with 
    Hell's Horrors, but God has granted you 
    His grace & mercy this morning —  
  1. This might be the Last Preacher you    
    ever hear, we could hear the call at any  
    moment, "Look, the Bridegroom is      
    coming!" where we'll be caught up to  
    meet the Lord in the air! 
 G. But if you are NOT ready — you'll be   
    left to experience the unrestrained     
    judgment of God —  
  1. Mercy is reaching for you, Grace is     
    pleading for you to come to Jesus — 
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  2. If I were not ready to meet God today, I'd 
    bolt out of my seat & make my way to   
    this altar right now — (music play very softly)  
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