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I. SCRIPTURE TEXT: PHIL. 4:6-13
A. "6 Don’t worry about anything. Rather, in
every area of life let God know what you want,
as you pray & make requests, & give thanks
as well. 7 And God’s peace, which is greater
than we can ever understand, will keep guard
over your hearts & minds in King Jesus. 8
For the rest, my dear family, these are the
things you should think through: whatever is
true, whatever is holy, whatever is upright,
whatever is pure, whatever is attractive,
whatever has a good reputation; anything
virtuous, anything praiseworthy. 9 And these
are the things you should do: what you
learned, received, heard, & saw in and
through me. And the God of Peace will be
with you. 10 I’ve been having a great
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celebration in the Lord because your concern
for me has once again burst into flower. (You
were of course concerned for me before, but
you didn’t have an opportunity to show it.)
11 I’m not talking about lacking anything.
I’ve learned to be content with what I have. 12
I know how to do without, & I know how to
cope with plenty. In every possible situation
I’ve learned the hidden secret of being full
& hungry, of having plenty & going without,
& it is this: 13 I have strength for everything
in the One who gives me power.
B. "I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH
CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENS ME!"
1. As 21st Century Western Christians, we have
flamboyantly prated the aforementioned
Script., as if it were our own personal
Banner of ḥāzaq (courage) ——
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C. And yet, today it seems that for many people,
the idea of God's Church being The Church
Triumphant in culture is a fanciful Fallacy —
D. In fact, far too many people have either
misunderstood Scripture or disbelieved the
Scripture, until now, they believe "false
teaching" regarding The Church
Triumphant —
1. Today, America & our world suffers from our
'Christian Timidity' —
a. #1: We've allowed the present darkness to
intimidate us —
b. #2: We have raised generations of biblically
uneducated & unprepared people who are
woefully lax in articulating the good news of
the Gospel —
c. #3: We've been intoxicated with the
"pleasures of sin for a season" until now,
the Western Church is filled with the
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"compromise of the leaven of Herod" &
the "leaven of the Pharisees."
i. The Leaven of Herod entails the exalting of
civil law above God's law - literally putting
man's law above God's law. "Jesus
cautioned them, saying, 'Watch out, beware
of the leaven of the Pharisees & the leaven
of Herod.'"
Mark 8:15
d. #4: as the Church, we have been too long
divided on non-essentials, thus forsaking the
fervor & fire of the Spirit which works in
our unity, for the effectual work of
preaching the Gospel & making disciples —
E. So, what is the solution to Christian timidity?
1. The revolutionary idea of living totally
dependent upon Jesus our Savior & being
filled with His Spirit until we declare (like
Shadrach, Meshach, & Abednego), "No
matter what, we are going to follow Jesus, &
no matter what, we are going to show you
who He is."
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a. And, re-ignite the truth of His Triumphant
Church — "the Church that the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it."
Matt. 16:18
b. The Church is designed to walk with:
i. The belt of Truth,
ii. The breastplate of righteousness,
iii. The shoes of readiness,
iv. The shield of faith,
v. The helmet of salvation,
vi. The sword of His Spirit.
c. This is the Armor of God for the Ready &
the Bold who determine to make a
difference with their lives —
F. The Church is designed to be both militant &
triumphant —
1. On earth, we are engaged in the constant
spiritual battle against "the principalities &
powers, against the rulers of darkness, &
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against the spiritual wickedness in heavenly
places."
Eph. 6:12
a. See also: Rom. 7:15–23; Gal. 5:17; 1 Peter
5:8, 9; 1 John 5:4; 1 John 4:4.
2. In Heaven, the Church is the fully vested,
finally completed Triumphant Church
a. There, we will exchange our swords of
spiritual conquest for palms of Victory &
our cross for His Crown —
i. See: Rev. 7:9; 2 Tim. 4:8; I Peter 5:4;
Matt. 25:21, 23; Rev. 19:9; Luke 22:28–
30; Rev 22:5 —
II. THE CHURCH —
A. Script. “And he is the head of the body, the
church: who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he might
have the preeminence.” Colossians 1:18
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B. The Church is built upon the confession that
Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”
C. Matthew 16:13,16,18-20: "13 When Jesus
came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, He
asked His disciples, saying, Whom do men say
that I the Son of man am? 16 And Simon
Peter answered & said, Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God. 18 And I say also
unto thee, That thou art Peter, & upon this
rock I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH; & the
gates (councils) of hell shall not prevail
against it. 19 And I will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of heaven: & whatsoever
you shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: & whatsoever you shall loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven. 20 Then
charged He His disciples that they should tell
no man that He was Jesus the Christ
(Messiah).
D. I Peter 2:4-8: "4 To whom coming as unto a
living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but
chosen of God, & precious, 5 Ye also, as
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lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, &
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the
Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a Chief
Corner Stone, elect, precious: and he that
believeth on Him shall not be confounded. 7
Unto you therefore which believe He is
precious: but unto them which be disobedient,
the Stone which the builders disallowed, the
same is made the Head of the corner, 8 And a
Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of offence,
even to them which stumble at the Word,
being disobedient: whereunto also they were
appointed."
E. Ephesians 1:22-23: "22 And hath put all
things under His feet, & gave Him to be the
head over all things to THE CHURCH, 23
Which is His body (Christ’s body), the fullness
of Him that filleth all in all.
F. Ephesians 2:19-22. "19 Now therefore ye are
no more strangers & foreigners, but fellow
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citizens with the saints, & of the household of
God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of
the apostles & prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the Chief Corner Stone; 21 In whom all
THE BUILDING fitly framed together growth
unto an HOLY TEMPLE in the Lord: 22 In
whom ye also are builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit.
G. The New Testament teaches “one universal
church”, which is Christ’s body on earth.
H. If the Church is what the New Testament
declares it to be, & it is, there is nothing on
earth as great, important, & sacred as it is to
man.
I. There is nothing that means as much & only
one greater, i.e. God. It is God’s institution on
earth. And it is hardly fair to try and express
this great mystery in one word.
J. The Church is more than an institution, it is a
tabernacle for God on earth.
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1. It is the habitation of God through the Spirit.
2. It is also the “female” of God on earth by
which the lost are brought to birth by water
& Spirit.
a. She is that “GREAT BUILDING” fitly
joined together.
b. The New Testament is her written
CANNON.
c. By her guiding forces she is redeeming man
from his fallen position by the agency of the
Holy Spirit.
d. The Church is that elected group called
from every walk of life.
e. She is to be presented to her heavenly
bridegroom, Jesus Christ.
i. “But Jerusalem which is above is free,
which is the mother of us all.” Gal. 4:26
3. As Eve was taken from the side of Adam, so
the Church is taken from the pierced side of
our Lord.
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a. It is through & by the efforts of the life of
our Lord that the Church can exist.
4. To be a member of the great redemptive move
of God on earth is not to become
denominational, but NEW BIRTH —
5. The Church retains all of the redemption that
God has to save people from their sins apart
from her (Church) there is no blood, no
election, justification, & glorification.
6. All the powerful political kingdoms on earth
have tried to smother her gospel fire, but to
no avail.
a. She has wielded her influence on kingdoms,
nations, & individuals for millennials.
b. The believers love for the truth was
the motivating force that drove the martyrs
to the stake in the dark ages.
c. Her glorious righteousness has taken its
mantle & wrapped it around many cold &
lost souls.
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d. Her light has broken through many dark,
heathen religions & bestowed supernatural
deliverance on dying souls without numbers.
7. No potentate has ever quenched her fires & all
that have wielded their evil against her gospel
flame have only intensified her growth.
8. What was intended to be her downfall in
many ages, only served as springboards to
help promote another great revival, where
tens of thousands have been made partakers
of her graces.
9. Her vibrant cords solicit each & every
conscience.
10. The Church in all of her glory is only
attractive to the true & honest in heart.
11. She is repellent to hypocrites.
12. She is a living fire that charred all of the
self-righteous Pharisees in the days of our
Lord.
13. Darkness is her greatest foe.
14. Light carries her truth on snow-white wings
at the velocity of sound.
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15. She is that treasure hid in the field, when a
man finds, will sell all he possesses to
obtain.
K. Who is she, you ask? The Church – The
Bride of Jesus Christ!
1. To be a part of her, is to be as safe as God can
make an individual.
a. She is indestructible!
b. She is everlasting!
c. Hell can never defeat her purpose!
d. Hell can close its doors, & has many times,
but the Church marches with the same
speed.
e. She holds in her hands of liberty that
inextinguishable torch that will guide every
foot to heaven’s golden shores.
2. What is she, you ask? God on earth –
incorporated in the hearts of men & women.
3. She is water to the thirsty, bread to the
hungry, light to those who sit in darkness,
salvation to the lost, remission of sins to
those enslaved by guilt, feet to the lame, eyes
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to the blind, ears to the deaf; she is life to the
lifeless, health to the sick.
4. Of whom do you speak, you ask? The
Church – Jesus Christ’s body on earth
(see Ephesians 1:23).
III. LEXICON: “CHURCH” —
A. “Ecclesia” is the Greek from whence comes
the English word.
1. The Greek word means “called-out ones”.
B. The true Church is composed of the whole
number of regenerate persons from Pentecost
to the first resurrection (I Cor. 15:52), united
together with Christ by the Holy Spirit baptism
(I Cor. 12:12-13), is the body of Christ of
which He, Christ, is the Head (Eph. 1:22-23).
C. It is the holy temple for the habitation of God
through the Spirit (Eph. 2:21-22); it is “one
flesh” with Christ (Eph. 5:30-31; & is
espoused to Him as a chaste virgin to one
husband (II Cor. 11:2-4).
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IV. JESUS CHRIST PROMISED TO BUILD
THIS CHURCH —
A. Script. “When Jesus came into the coasts of
Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples,
saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of
Man am? ....And Simon Peter answered &
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God”
Matt.16:13, 16
B. Jesus was questioning the apostolate to know
the depth of their convictions.
1. The Kingdom of Israel had long looked for
their Messiah.
a. Peter actually said: “…Thou art the
Messiah (the Hebrew form of the same word), the
Son of the living God.”
2. There is in the Greek a play upon the words,
“thou art Peter (Petros literally, ‘a little
rock’), & upon this rock (Petra) I will build
My church.”
3. Jesus does not insinuate that He is going to
build His Church upon the man, Peter, but
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upon the CONFESSION of Peter, that
JESUS was the MESIAH that was to come.
4. Peter is careful to tell us this in I Peter 2:4-9.
5. Jesus declared to the twelve that He would
build His Church.
a. At this time the twelve were only the nucleus
to of this great redemptive program that was
to be consummated with the coming of the
“Messiah”.
b. At this time His Church was not built, but
He, through the agency of the Holy Spirit,
was going to gather together one in Christ.”
i. “For by one Spirit (Holy Spirit) are we all
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; &
have been all made to drink unto one
Spirit.”
I Cor.12:13
C. In the New Testament Church there are no
race barriers, sex or any other conditions that
divide us.
D. We are all one in Christ. He looks at us
through the one body having many members.
16

E. The gospel according to the Great
Commission was for “ALL THE WORLD”.
1. This included every race & nation under
heaven which would at that time be gathered
by one Spirit in Christ.
F. In Revelation 5, we find a group of people out
of every kindred, tongue, & nation.
1. These are going to reign with Him as kings
& priests.
2. This is the Church in its finished stage!
3. This is that group who by the preaching of the
gospel of Christ has been gathered by ONE
SPIRIT to Him around the throne.
4. This gospel dispensation has been in
operation since the Day of Pentecost, A.D.
33.
5. The rapture of the Church will close this
gospel dispensation with us seated as the
Bride around the marriage table of the Lamb,
while the final tribulation period is transpiring
in the earth. (See Revelation 19:7-10).
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V. THE BIRTHDAY OF THE N. T. CHURCH
A. The day of Pentecost was the birthday of the
New Testament Church, A. D. 33.
B. It was on the feast day that the Holy Spirit was
poured out upon the waiting assembly in the
upper room & they were all baptized with the
Holy Spirit
Acts 2:1-4
C. There were about 120 in this group.
D. In Revelations 5:9-12, this number will have
grown according to the figure that John said
would be millions —
1. You & I have never been to such a marriage
feast.
2. We have been redeemed by His blood, the
Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the
world.

18

